


CHURCH OF JOYFULTIDINGS, AUSTRIA

good news evangelical church, waidhofen an der thaya

WWITH just &0 seats and a dismeter of just
nine metres, the Gooed Mews Evangelical
Church in Waidhafen an der Thaya, a
small town of mearly 30,000 in Lower
Austria close to the country's northern
barder with the Czech Republic, is any-
thing but large. writes THOMAS SULZLE

Yer that didn stop numerous church
and state dignitaries from attending the
dedication on Qceober 30, 2004, led by
Bishop Herwig Sturm, the leader of Aus-
tria’s Lutherans. Bur it wain't the size of
the church that amracted so masch incer-
est, but the form.

“The chuwrch & striking — and we Evan-
gelicals are happy about that” says Pastor
Horst Pehlke, whose parish includes the
250 or so Lutherans in Waidhofen. He
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recalls that when he first 1aw the plans “1
immedately pulped”, But the local con-
gregation has by now got used to their
church’s unusual archivecture, From out-
gide the broad outer wall makes the
church lock bigger than it is. The yellow
ochre colowr of the exterior paint looks
friendly and in summer, seats outide the
church are inviting,

As the old place of worship had to be
pulled down to make way for che new
church, discussions began more than frve
years ago berween the Waidhofen con-
gregation and the Greek-born Austrian
archivect, Efthymicas Warlamls, who had
been approached by the congregation and
agreed to take an the project Building
work finally began in [uly 2003 and was
complated in October 2004 ahead of the
dedication.

"Planning and detigning a church & ane
of the greatest challenges of an architect”
says Warkamis. |t dermands other yardsticks,
“a sensitive aesthetic able wo please not juss
people — God reo should be pleased by his
house”, This puts demands on the architect
“The design requires humilicy, but that did
not stop me planning boldly and finding
ideas which are harmenious, classical and
at the same tme modern”

Warlamis has worked all along on this
project without charging any fees. 't was
obvicus for me that | should jump in and
help this small community and contribute
ta the realisation of this beaunful pro-
ject” Throughout he had discussed and
elabarated this idea together with the
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. EFTHYMIOS Warlamis was
born in Greeoe In 1942 and is
an architect, painter, writer and
pedagogue. He studied architecture
at the University of Applicd Arts in
Vienna He has taught and

lectured at the universigys depart-
ment of architecture as well as at
other European

universities and academies.

While teaching experimental
architecturs at the International
Summer Acade-
my of Fine Ares in
Salzburg in 1988,
| Warlamis devel-
| oped his "MNew

| Age' philosophy
& of architecture,
art and design.

Since 1992,
Warlamis has been director of the

International Centre for Art and
Cesign (IDEA) in Austria,
Warlamis' work has been shown
all aver the world, Since 1997 his
meast extensive exhibition, Alexan-
der 2000, comprising 1,700 paine-
ings, has travelled to museums in
Greece, Cyprus, Egype, Aistria,
Switrerland and Belgium, and in
future will tour several Mear and
Far East countries and the United
States. His Olymipia-exhibition
Maother Ofympiad will be hosted by
thie leading massums bn China,
# Efthymios Warlamis’ book Poetic
Architecture (ISBN 19010925 1-8)
willl b published by Mew Architecture
Publishers Ltd {Andreas Papadakis)
in May, where there will also be a
Londan exhibition of s pointings.
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members of the congregation, and the
plans developed and vook concrete form
in numerous discussbons."As architect it
wasn t for me oo put the artstic inoo the
foreground or to promote my artistic
wision.” explains Yarlamis. "It was essen-
tial for me to find a way between the
material and the spiritual, an expression
of the Good Mews of Christianicy, love
and communicy

Warlamis worked with symbels and
signs, though being carcful not to overdo
it. The church tower is in the form of &
chalice and within it is a children’s chapel
with a reund, kand-pamted window, The
rrain room of the cherch i round and it
by windows in the dome abowve. The
Intention is Lo create a sense of securicy
and -:l:lmrrrl.mltr.T'hls for ing is rivinforced
by the extraordinarily thick walls with
numerous shaped niches

“The church is exactly right for our

conditions,” says Pastor Pehlke. This poes
not just for the size but for the financial
side of the project: the planned |:||.u|r|:n3
cost came ro just & 380000 (some
£2165,000). Most of this has already been
rased, with nearly a quarter coming from
the local authorities.

Ecurnenical activity & an Enpostant part
of the church’s rele and s symbolically
rooted in the church: the foundation
st includes a pisce of the Cathalic St
E-tn-pl'-cn's Cathedral inYienna, an nrl&lru.l
stone from jerusalem and a gift from Ecu-
menical Patrarch Bartholomee: the ven-
iar cleric of the Orthodox Churches
aroaind the world Warlamis dedicated the
church to the children of Eurape — and
the children of God, =

B Thomas Sdlzle & an edior of the Gustov
Adclf Werk, which supparts Lutheran Chunch
work in the digsporg ond helped suppeort the
bullding of the Wadhofen church
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